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sion. The same is the case with the expression, the
eleventh tour, meaning "just in time.11 But per-
haps not every one who uses it remembers that it
conies from the parable of the Labourers in the
Vineyard, though, of course, most people would.

Other common Biblical expressions are, a labour
of love, to hope against hope, the shadow of death, and
so on. When a child is described as the Benjamin
of the family, we know that this means the youngest
and best loved, because the story of Jacob's love
for Benjamin is familiar to every one. Again, when
a person is described as a Pharisee no one needs to
have a description of his qualities, for every one
knows the story of the Pharisee and the Publican.

The Bible is, of course, full of the most poetical
ideas and the most vivid language, and the fact
that this language has become the everyday speech
of Englishmen has been most important in the
development of the English language. Without the
Bible, which is full of the richness and colour of
Eastern things and early peoples, the English lan-
guage might have been much duller and less ex-
pressive.

But the religious writers of the Reformation period-
gave us another kind of word besides those found in
the translations of the Bible. Many of these writers
thought it was their duty to abuse the people who
did not agree with them on the subject of religion.
Tyndale himself, who invented such beautiful words
in his translations, was the first to use the word